
 

 

Colour Purple as a  novel of Transforming of Feminine Power 

Alice Walker’s The Colour Purple is a powerful novel that explores 

the lives of African American women in the early twentieth 

century. The path of women from oppression and quiet to self-

awareness, independence, and strength is one of the novel's main 

themes. Walker demonstrates how women may fight against 

racism, patriarchy, and violence in order to regain their 

identities and voices through the experiences of characters such 

as Celie, Shug Avery, Sofia, and Nettie. It explores female 

empowerment in a compelling way. Walker demonstrates how 

education, sisterhood, economic independence, and self-love can 

help women overcome oppression through Celie's path from quiet 

to self-expression. Shug, Sofia, and Nettie are examples of 

characters who embody many kinds of strength, demonstrating 

that empowerment is not limited to individuals but also 

encompasses a community. 

Alice Walker's book makes a powerful point: women can discover 

their voices and change their lives even in the most repressive 

situations. The colour purple honours tenacity, solidarity, and 

women's unwavering ability to change both their own lives and 

society. 

 

Silence and Oppression at the Outset 

Women, particularly Celie, are presented as downtrodden and 

helpless in the start of the book. Celie is coerced into a loveless 

marriage with Albert (Mr. ____) after experiencing sexual assault 

at the hands of her stepfather. She is denied freedom, self-

expression, and education. Since she has no one else to 

communicate to, her letters to God represent her silence. This quiet 

illustrates how women were frequently encouraged to put up with 

hardships without objecting. 

Celie thinks that men are better than women and that her job is 

just to follow orders. This is a reflection of the patriarchal culture 

that disregarded the opinions of women. Walker illustrates how 

deeply women can be socialized to feel inferior by using Celie's 

early years. 

 

 



 

 

Women's Support and Sisterhood 

Sisterhood—the moral and emotional support that women provide 

to one another—is a fundamental component of female 

empowerment in the book. The first thing that gives Celie strength 

in her life is her bond with her sister, Nettie. Celie is urged by 

Nettie to pursue education and value herself. Celie finds 

inspiration in Nettie's writings, which serve as a constant 

reminder that she is loved and deserving, even when they are 

separated. 

Another important factor in Celie's empowerment is Shug Avery. 

Celie learns about love, sexuality, and self-worth from Shug. Celie 

discovers through Shug that she is worthy of enjoyment, 

contentment, and self-reliance. Shug shows Celie a life beyond 

servitude and turns into a mentor and a symbol of liberation. 

In a similar vein, Sofia stands for a strong, independent woman 

who defies male authority. Her well-known statement, "All my life 

I had to fight," demonstrates her opposition to racism and sexism. 

Sofia continues to be a symbol of bravery and dignity despite 

receiving harsh punishment for disobeying authorities. 

 

Self-Identity and Financial Independence 

Economic independence is another example of female 

empowerment in The Color Purple. Celie launches her own 

company later in the book, producing and selling pants. This 

company represents her self-reliance and inventiveness. Celie can 

now support herself without relying on Albert or any other man 

thanks to her own income. 

Given that trousers were typically worn by males, her company 

also symbolizes shattering gender preconceptions. Celie shows her 

individualism and questions gender norms by creating pants for 

everyone. Celie feels more confident and in charge of her life 

when she is financially independent. 

 

Relationships Between Men and Women Are Changing 

Celie's interactions with men shift as she gains confidence. She 

does something she never would have thought to do before: she 

confronts Albert and walks away from him. This action 

demonstrates her refusal to put up with abuse and is a significant 

moment of empowerment. It's interesting to see how Albert himself 



 

 

evolves throughout time, indicating that empowerment has the 

capacity to affect both men and women. 

Instead of only depicting men as evil, the book demonstrates how 

patriarchal structures are detrimental to all people. Relationships 

become more respectful and egalitarian by the conclusion, 

indicating the potential for social change. 

 

Redefining Spirituality and Religion 

Walker also looks at spirituality as a means of empowerment. 

Initially, like the men in charge of her life, Celie's God is a 

patriarchal character. Celie later reinterprets God as a loving, 

genderless force in nature as a result of Shug's teachings. This 

change represents Celie's recognition of her own value and 

rejection of patriarchal ideologies. 

Celie gains emotional and spiritual empowerment by reframing 

God, which also helps her overcome shame and fear. 

 


